
COURSE SYLLABUS:  INTRODUCTION TO THE HEBREW BIBLE 

Montreal School of Theology, Course #302  
Fall Term 2018, Thursdays 6:15 p.m. - 9 p.m. Starting September 13th  
Instructor: Greg Davidson (Ph.D., cantab.) 905-522-9098 x22 greg@cpchamilton.ca  
Course website:  https://mtsbible.wordpress.com                     

Course Description 

Over many hundreds of years oral and written stories, hymns, poems, sayings and 
songs were brought together to form the Hebrew Bible, sometimes referred to as the 
Old Testament. This book has become a central text of not only Western civilization, but 
the backbone of the three monotheistic faiths: Islam, Judaism, and Christianity. The 
course will offer a critical overview of the content, periods in history, geography, socio- 
political, and theological approaches to the Hebrew Bible. While we will use historical- 
critical tools, and view this material as a product of human culture, emphasis will also be 
given to understanding these scriptures from a Christian faith perspective. There are no 
prerequisites for this course. 

Course Learning Goals 

By the conclusion of the course students will be able to: 
- demonstrate basic knowledge of the content and shape of the Hebrew Bible; 
- show familiarity with geography and socio-political forces in the Ancient Near East; 
discuss competing theological views that led to the formation of the Hebrew canon;        
- appreciate the place of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament in relation to other sections of 
Scripture;                                                                                                                             
- interpret Hebrew Bible creatively and critically; 
- research and write academically at an M.Div. level in this field; 
articulate what the material means for their own situation today. 
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Course Texts 

An modern translation of the Bible that includes the Apocrypha. The New Oxford 
Annotated Bible is a good choice. 

Coogin, Michael. The Old Testament: a historical and literary introduction to the Hebrew 
Scriptures. 2nd ed. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

Recommended Texts 

Matthews, Victor H. Old Testament Parallels: laws and stories from the Ancient Near 
East. 3rd ed. Minneapolis, MN: Paulist Press, 2007. 

Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations. 
Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing and Publishing, ed. John Grossman and Alice 
Bennett. 6th ed. Chicago, Il; University of Chicago Press, 1996. 

 

Course Outline 

Week 1, SEPT. 13: What and where of the Old Testament: shape, geography & 
historical context                                                               
Readings: Coogin chapters 1 & 2 

Week 2, SEPT. 20: Creation & Pentateuchal Criticism  
Readings: Genesis 1-3, 4-11; Coogin chapters 3-5; Matthews pp. 21-32. 

Week 3, SEPT. 27: Primeval History & Patriarchal-Matriarchal Narratives                                                                            
Readings: Genesis 4-11, 12-50; Coogin chapters 5-6; Matthews pp. 71-79. 

Week 4, OCT. 4: Captivity and flight from Egypt              
Readings: Exodus; Coogin chapters 7-9. 

Week 5, OCT. 11: Conquest and Tribal Federation 
Readings: Joshua, Judges, Ruth; Coogin chapters 13-14 
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Week 6, OCT. 18:  Rise of the Monarchy  
Readings: 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 1-11; Coogin chapters 15-17

Week 7, OCT. 25: Division into Two Kingdoms & Northern Prophets  
Readings: 1 Kings 12 - 2 Kings 17, Amos, Hosea; Coogin chapters 18-19.

Week 8, NOV. 1: Southern Kingdom, its prophets, and Fall of Jerusalem     
Readings: 2 Kings 15-25, Isaiah 1-39, Micah, Jeremiah 1-44; Coogin chapters 20-22 

Week 9, NOV. 8: Leviticus & Deuteronomistic History  
Readings: Leviticus, Deuteronomy; Coogin chapters 10,12-13(first half) 

Week 10, NOV. 15: Exile and Return 
Readings: Lamentations, Obadiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah 40-66; Coogin 23-24. 

Week 11, NOV. 22: Wisdom Literature  
Readings: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs; Coogin 27-28. 

Week 12, NOV. 29: Reconstruction & Post-exilic community  
Readings: Ezra, Haggai, Isaiah 56-66, Nehemiah, Zechariah, Joel, Malachi; Coogin 
25-26 

Week 13, DEC. 6: Course Review.  Final Take Home Exam given (due Dec. 13).

Course Evaluation 

1. Oral presentations: (20%): a 10 minute presentation on one of the assigned Scripture 
readings, interpreting it using biblical-critical approaches (sign-up required). 

2. Major Essay (30%): a focused argumentative paper (8-10 pages, double spaced) 
based on current research and scriptural interaction in one (1) of following areas: 

the meaning and significance of the exodus from Egypt                                                 
the place of the exile on Israelʼs self-understanding  
the place of lament in the Hebrew Bible  
understandings of covenants between Israel and YHWH                                               
the significance of the Hebrew psalter
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3. Final Take Home Exam (30%): identification, basic knowledge questions, scripture 
passage interpretation and essay questions. (You are meant to spend less than 3 hours 
on this, so do not overdo or overwork it.)

4.  Participation (20%):  present and engaged in online class, adding comments, asking 
and answering questions in ways that connect to material read and presented each 
week.

On How to Write 

How we write matters. Style is not unconnected to thought, opinion and content. Short 
sentences are easier to read than long ones but harder to write.  Too many adverbs and 
adjectives tire the reader.  Expressing points clearly helps us think about them more.  If 
not already in your possession, a copy of William Strunk and E.B. White's, Elements of 
Style, is recommended to you. Read, mark and inwardly digest. 

Grading Format 

“A” Outstanding  

The student has exceeded expectations and achieved mastery of the subject. 

Participation: The student consistently makes important and creative contributions to the 
learning environment of the class. Questions and comments demonstrate that the 
student has thoroughly prepared the assigned material, and is familiar with the issues 
involved. Questions push the discussion deeper and move the discussion forward. The 
student volunteers insightful comments in each discussion, engaging other students as 
well as the instructor. 

Writing: The student has achieved mastery of the topic of the assignment. The work is 
original in thought, well organized in structure, shows a very clear grasp of the concepts 
involved and a superior ability to articulate ideas and reflections. The research is 
thorough and well documented. Writing shows a very readable style and a mastery of 
standard written English. Language is varied in pattern, sophisticated in vocabulary and 
complex in structure and thought. There are no spelling or punctuation errors. 
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“B” Very Good 

The student has met all expectations and accomplished above average work. 

Participation: The student actively contributes to the learning environment of the class. 
Comments demonstrate that the student is familiar with the assigned material. 
Questions seek information or clarification alone. 

Writing: The student demonstrates a clear understanding of the subject matter. Work is 
generally organized in an effective way, and the writing is competent. Research is good 
and documented. There are virtually no spelling or punctuation errors, and the syntax is 
correct. 

“C” Good 

The student has met most expectations and demonstrated a general comprehension of 
the subject. Participation: The student volunteers occasional comments in whole-class 
discussions but is primarily a passive listener there. The student contributes to small-
group discussions. 

Writing: The student demonstrates a general comprehension of the topic. The student 
has satisfactorily fulfilled the requirements of the assignment. Work shows evidence of 
some initial research. There are a number of errors in grammar, spelling, or punctuation. 
Writing needs to be improved by: better organization of ideas; more nuanced thought 
and expression; more thorough use of research sources, where required; wider word 
choice; a more complex sentence structure; a more sophisticated literary style. 

“D” Pass 

The student has met few expectations and has not shown an understanding of the 
subject. 

Participation: The student shows only minimal evidence of having read and studied the 
required material. The student makes few active contributions to discussions 

Writing: The writing shows a poor organization of ideas. Work illustrates only minimal 
evidence of having read and studied the required material. There are significant errors 
in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.        grade ranges based on format from Loyala Marymount University 
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Late Agreement & Attendance 

4% deducted per week late (2% off per half week).   80% attendance to the online 
course is required for credit.   

Submitting Work 

Please submit all work through the course website,                                                 
https://hebrewbible.moodlecloud.com.

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity  1

“Plagiarism” means the representation of another’s work, published or unpublished, as 
one’s own or assisting another in representing another’s work, published or 
unpublished, as his or her own. 

(a) No student shall represent another person’s work, published or unpublished, as his 
or her own in any academic writing, such as an essay, thesis, research report, project, 
sermon, or assignment submitted in a course or a program of study, or represent as his 
or her own the work of another, whether the material so represented constitutes a part 
of the entirety of the work submitted.  

(b) No student shall contribute any work to another student with the knowledge that the 
latter may submit the work in part or whole as his or her own. Receipt of payment or 
other forms of compensation for work contributed shall be cause for presumption that 
the student had such knowledge.  

(c) No student shall submit in any course or program of study, without both the 
knowledge and approval of the person to whom it is submitted, all or a substantial 
portion of any academic writing, essay, thesis, research report, project, sermon, or 
assignment for which credit has previously been obtained or which has been or is being 
submitted in another course or program of study in the University or elsewhere.

 This policy is derived from the McGill University policy on plagiarism and cheating, and 1

has been slightly modified for the context of the Montreal School of Theology.
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Bibliography

A full bibliography will be separately provided.

Some students may not have access to libraries near them.  I refer those students, as a 
starting point, to The Yale University Guides Website, which lists over 25 books in the 
area of Hebrew Bible, with links where portions of those books can be viewed online:  
https://guides.library.yale.edu/c.php?g=295834&p=1972578

I also recommend this general Bibliography for reading in the area of Hebrew Bible:  
http://www.trinity.utoronto.ca/library_archives/theological_resources/theological_guides/
biblical_hebrew.html

If you are a member of a church, then your denomination may have a library at a 
theological college that may provide by mail further reading materials.   

Specific books are also available an e-book in some cases. 
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